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• Media driven  

• Bad Science Legislation 

• Ways forward 

BSL Basics 



• More than 50% of  population 

owns pets 

• Animal stories draw viewers 

• Breed Specific Media interest 

Why is Media Interested? 



“Pit Bulls at Center of Vicious Dog Debate”    
        Sunday, October 31, 2010 
 

State Rep. Barbara Sears wants Ohio to stop defining one breed of dog — the pit bull — as inherently vicious.   

“That’s as wrong as discrimination against anything else,” said Sears, the Toledo-area Republican who 

introduced a bill to remove the pit bull designation from the state’s vicious dog law. 
 

Although the measure passed the Ohio House as part of a larger animal cruelty bill, it’s not clear if it will reach 

the full Senate before the two-year legislative session ends in December. 
 

Ohio’s vicious dog law has been on the books since 1987, but the Ohio Supreme Court shot a major hole in it in 

2004, ruling that the law denied dog owners their day in court. Dog wardens say the ruling tied their hands 

because of the prospect for endless legal challenges. 
 

…continued: 
 

Those regulations, however, don’t help dog wardens, who have to abide by state law, said Mark Kumpf, 

director of the Montgomery County Animal Resource Center.  “We need a law that addresses all dogs, all 

breeds that engage in this type of behavior,” he said. 

 





• No true genetic markers for 

“mixed breed” 

• Based on physical appearance 

*phrenology of  breed ID 

• Often cited “facts” have no 

basis in studies 

Bad Science Legislation 



• Bite force studies 

• US Center for Disease Control 

bite reports 

• Dogsbite.org “facts” 

• Breed alarmist blogs 

Bad Science Legislation 



• BSL enacted as “knee jerk” 

reaction 

• Lengthy legal battles 

• Incredible international media 

• Impact on families 

Costs 



• Other breeds that kill 

• Rottweiller, Husky, Cattle Dog 

• Great Dane cross 

• Shepperd cross 

• Mastiff  cross 

Unequal Application 



• Education 

• Breed ambassadors 

• Breed neutral legislation 

 

Ways Forward 



• General public 

• Media 

• Elected officials / legislators / 

policy makers 

 

Education Targets 



• Provide fact sheets 

• Direct to outside experts 

• Reach out BEFORE incidents 

• Public awareness events 

 

Educate 



• Well socialized examples of  

companion animals 

• Include in public awareness 

events 

• Planned media exposure 

 

Breed Ambassadors 



• Advocate for responsible, 

enforceable regulation that 

holds the owner accountable  

• Clearly defines deed based 

violations 

• Does not rely on appearance 

Breed Neutral Legislation 



“All dogs have the potential to be 

aggressive, not just one breed.” 

 

“Our agency focuses on the facts 

and evidence in these cases.” 

Stock Phrases 



“Our investigation is ongoing. 

Once concluded and presented 

to our prosecutor, we may be in 

a position to share additional 

information.” 

Stock Phrases 



“We have many wonderful dogs & 

cats available for adoption here 

at the our local shelter.” 

“We have the best ambassadors 

ready to join your family.” 

Stock Phrases 



• Ohio USA  Breed Specific Law 

• House Bill 14 

• Repeals of  Breed Bans 

• UK Dangerous Dog Act 

 

It Can Work 



No dog should be killed because 

of  how it looks.  

No dog should suffer and die just 

for being born. 

Every dog deserves to be 

evaluated on its on deeds ONLY. 

A Dog is a Dog….. 



Animal Services Officers should 

not be the scapegoats for a 

failed policy based on 

sensationalistic fearmongering 

perpetuated by uneducated 

legislators & the media. 

We Are Not the Enemy 



Questions? 


